
School Renaming Committee
Committee Members:

Billie A. Markham, Staff Member and Parent

Dan Howarth, Parent

Jeffrey Faulkner, Staff Member and Parent

Dominika Baran, Parent

Patrick J. Mitchell, Community Member

Meg Tucker, Parent

Colin O'Hagerty, Student

John H. Jeffries, Community Member

Rolin Mainuddin, Community Member

Kay Singer, Parent

Kelly Keadey, Parent

Marlita Nevilles, Parent

LaTonya Fields, OCS Alumna and Parent

Angela Hoyos, Community Member

Beatriz Vazquez, Parent

Martha Benitez, Parent

Angeles Turcios Palomo, Parent

Joshua Drowns,
Parent and Community Member

Facilitators:

Maggie Ellis Chotas, Group Facilitation Director, Dispute Settlement Center

Will Dudenhausen, Training Director, Dispute Settlement Center

Meeting 4 - Tuesday, May 18, 2021

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/Page/1117

Agenda Link

(Minutes begin on the Next Page)

https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/Page/1117
https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/cms/lib/NC50000429/Centricity/Domain/38/May%2018%20Agenda.pdf


Meeting Minutes

Special Guests:
Mr. Tony Hayes

Chair of the Tribal Council for the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation (OBSN)
Ms. Vickie Jeffries

Tribal Administrator for the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation (OBSN)
Ms. Beverly Payne

Member of the Tribal Council for the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation
(OBSN)

Welcome

● Facilitators completed a roll call for committee members and district leadership
as the group members joined the meeting.

● How to access interpretation:
○ OCS Family Outreach Coordinator Sandra Blefko attended the meeting to

ensure that Spanish-speaking parents on the committee could access
interpretation, using the new Zoom platform.

● An overview of the agenda and a brief summary of the background of the
committee’s work to date was shared.

● Groundrules were reviewed.
○ There was a new groundrule for this and future meetings: to use I

statements, eg., “I wonder...” when the need arises to ask a difficult
question.

Introductions and Values

● Circle work began with introductions from committee members, who were to give
their name and one (or more) specific value (either previously established, or
new) that they were thinking about as they joined the meeting that night.

○ Themes were: Respect, Responsibility, Thoroughness, Sensitivity, Focus,
Inclusivity and Love/Extending Grace when we fall short of these values

Context Setting

● The facilitators reviewed the “working agreements'' and Groundrules with the
group. (These are a set of agreed-upon expectations and desired outcomes of
the work/its committee members.)

● Next was a brief summary of the background on “how we got here,” and context
including the School Board’s relevant policies, decisions to rename two schools,
and expectations/charge for the committee.



Hearing responses from the OBSN Tribal Council representatives: Tony Hayes,
Chair of the OBSN, and Beverly Payne, Tribal Council member

● Tribal Council was not able to meet May 15 as planned; the Tribal Council’s new
meeting date is Wednesday, May 19.

● In full transparency, Mr. Tony Hayes, Chair of the Tribal Council, stated that the
Occaneeechi tribe were “emphatically not” slave owners, in response to queries
from the May 6 meeting of the committee and Tribal Administrator, Vickie Jeffries.

○ Mr. Hayes said that only one tribe owned African American slaves.
● The committee had an opportunity to ask questions or mention wonderings that

they would like for the Tribal Council to consider.
○ One question centered upon whether a school bearing the Occaneechi

name would be required to engage with the Tribal Council in “ongoing
permissions,” as aspects such as mascot, school activities, curricula, etc.
might change or be considered.

○ Put differently, what would the responsibility of school administrators be
with regard to involving Tribal Council, when planning for the school?

■ This was out of sensitivity to the ceremonies and other tribal
activities being sacred as well as honoring the tribe’s beliefs, etc.

● Mr. Hayes will consult Tribal Council and legal counsel to
ensure there would be no ambiguities about concerns such
as keeping the current mascot(s) and/or possibly changing
to new mascot(s) -- for either the elementary school or the
middle school. He said further that he did not foresee a
problem, especially if nothing is derogatory to Native
American culture (e.g., an Indian as a mascot would be
welcome, as long as it was not offensive), but he would
consult the Tribal Council to make sure there is clarity on
such details.

○ A concern was raised about being “under a microscope” or “lens” at a
state or national level if a school took on the Occaneechi name.

■ Mr. Hayes stated that if the committee/Board is working with Tribal
Council, and the Council is favorable, it is unlikely that legal issues
may arise. For example, an individual tribe member(s) would not be
able to bring a lawsuit forth without the blessing of the governing
body, which IS the Tribal Council.

● Decisions made by the Tribal Council become Occaneechi
law, and that is the law that stands in court in North Carolina,
according to Mr. Hayes.



○ Mr. Hayes expressed that the Tribal Council has a vested interest in the
schools and was honored to be a part of the conversation.

■ He said further, the OBSN supports Orange County Schools
because OCS educates their people. The tribe “(We) are honored
and blessed that the committee thought enough about the tribe and
its presence here” for the Occaneechi name to be considered.

Reviewing Consensus Protocols:

The committee reviewed the Working Definition of Consensus: We can all
understand:  This is the work of the group and we can support it, as the outcome
of the group’s work, even if it is not 100% agreement, and even if our top choice
is not in the final list presented to the Superintendent (to then present to the
School Board for consideration).

Identifying 2-3 names to go to the Board of Education for Cameron Park
Elementary

With more insight from independent polls of CPES staff and students and
research and expertise of others, a process of elimination led to the removal of
considered names for CPES, one by one until there were three.

The group took many things into consideration when determining whether or not
to remove a particular name from the previously agreed upon set of names for
CPES.

● Determining which name that included the word “River” won out above the
other two, and why

● Grammatical structure
● CPES Student Preferences
● CPES Staff Preferences
● Existing local/state/national parks, nearby and far away, with the same or

very similar names
● If the Occaneechi name is presented, then should it be Occaneechi

Elementary, or Occaneechi Park Elementary? And does the Tribal Council
have a preference?

● Can the committee recommend Occaneechi as a viable option on the list
for consideration for BOTH schools, with the understanding that only one
of the two could bear the name, if selected by the School Board (and
pending approval from Tribal Council)



○ Tribe Member Beverly Payne stated that the Tribe would also
consider whether they preferred for the elementary or middle
school to bear the name, in the event the School Board chose to
use the Occaneechi name for one of the schools.

● Religious connotations of proposed names
● The types of trees, which are on the CPES property, and which the school

is known for

Consensus

Through this process, consensus was reached on three names that the group did not
remove.

Upon each removal, every group member was given an opportunity to express
opposition, if they felt strongly in opposition.

The three names the committee will present to the Superintendent, who will then
present to the School Board for the renaming of Cameron Park Elementary School are
(in no particular order):

● Occaneechi Elementary
● River Park Elementary
● Arbor Park Elementary

Homework

As the meeting closed, facilitators asked the committee members to review the list of
names for C.W. Stanford Middle School, which were gathered through the public input
process by OCS. (Shared previously)

The beginning of the process for the renaming of C.W. Stanford Middle

Each member should come to the Thursday, May 20 meeting with their top two- to
three- names for CWS, along with the research/reasoning/rationale for each, to present
to the group.

Note: The same process and allotted amount of time will be used for CWS as was for
CPE. Therefore, an extra meeting was scheduled to ensure the middle school received
due diligence.

The next meetings are on May 20 and May 25.



Reports from the Tribal Council meeting will be communicated at the May
20 committee meeting, if not before. Vickie Jeffries, Tribal Administrator,
will report back for the Tribe.


